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ABSTRACT

The current paces of the city development is irreversibly changing environment. Additional groundwater
replenishment of the urban areas is in the several times higher than the natural rainfall infiltration to
groundwater. It leads to groundwater level increasing and flooding of the urban territories due to technogenic
factors. For simulating the groundwater level changes in Kharkiv it has been developed mathematical
model that takes into account the essential balance components, such as groundwater replenishment by
atmospheric waters, additional groundwater replenishment, evapotranspiration and water extraction from
underground waters. Paper treats the manage techniques of flooding prevention on the basis of world
experience. Aim is to increase the environmental safety of urban territories subjected flooding process due
to the flooding management on the mathematical modeling base. Foci are on flooding prevention project,
the authority’s functions and the tasks of flooding effects preventing and actions algorithm during monitoring
of groundwater level on flooded and potentially flooded urban territories. Proposed measures might be
integrated into decision-making process of flooding prevention.

Key words : Environmental safety, Additional groundwater replenishment, Flooding prevention, Flood risk management,
Groundwater level monitoring.

Problem statement

In urban areas, environmentally hazardous ground-
water level rise is very intense due to various factors
of anthropogenic origin. If this process is intense, it
leads to complex changes in the environment and
can create conditions for flooding - emergencies of
natural and technogenic origin (Sierikova and
Strelnikova, 2019). Flooding causes the under-
ground communications materials destruction, pol-
lution the entire underground space of cities, in par-
ticular the upper groundwater horizons, the emer-
gence of swampy areas and the flooding of under-
ground spaces in residential buildings. Such pro-
cesses provoke the mosquitoes appearance, the
fungi development, poisonous vapors in the air,

which adversely affects to the health of the popula-
tion and leads to significant material damage. En-
suring the ecological safety of flooded urban areas
by preventing the progress and elimination of the
negative effects of this process is the important task
for its sustainable development. It is important to
note that the area of flooding within the territory of
Ukraine amounted about 79,44 thousand km2 (7,9
million hectares) in 2011-2014, and the number of
flooded settlements amounted about 4702. Already
in 2017 the flooding area is 89,062 thousand km2 (8,
9 million hectares), and the number of flooded
settlements is 4747. This list starts with the big cities
of Ukraine (Sierikova and Strelnikova, 2019).

To date, the tasks of the comprehensive assess-
ment of the technogenic impact of large cities on the
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groundwater level and the technics development for
managing the urban territories groundwater level
remain relevant.

Analysis of the recent researches and publications

The general concept basics of anthropogenic impact
on the underground hydrosphere of built-up areas
and methods of flood control have been presented
at the works of Ksenofontov et al., (2017);
Yashchenko and Alhatter, (2016); and Yakovlev et
al., (2018).

Yashchenko and Alhatter (2017), Sologaev and
Parfentyev (2016) have presented in the research the
forecasting, monitoring and calculation techniques
of groundwater level changes.

Well-known scientists and specialists, including
Yakovlev et al., 2018; Serikova and Yakovlev, (2011);
Chebanov and Zadniprovska, (2011) have treated
the groundwater level dynamics and the flooding
process development of urban and industrial terri-
tories.

Flood and groundwater management, surface
runoff management have been elucidated in the
papers of Jha et al., (2012); Bob et al., (2016); Jiang et
al. (2018).

It is necessary to improve the theoretical and
methodological bases for managing the groundwa-
ter level of urban areas in order to reduce the risk of
its flooding based on the world experience in deal-
ing with this environmentally dangerous phenom-
enon.

Purpose is to increase the environmental safety
level of urban areas prone to groundwater flooding

Aim and tasks

Aim is to increase the environmental safety of urban
territories subjected flooding process due to the
flooding management on the mathematical model-
ing base.

For achieving the aim, the following tasks have
been put forward:
1. To simulate the mathematical model of

groundwater level changes in the forward and
reverse issue to take into account the impact of
artificial soil surface coverings and evapotrans-
piration.

2. To predict the maximum high of groundwater
level for the built-up territories due to the de-
veloped model.

3. To substantiate the methodology of groundwa-
ter level management and flooding prevention

for urban territories environmental safety im-
proving.

Materials and methods of modeling and
forecasting

For simulating the groundwater level changes in
Kharkiv, the typical part of the territory, partially
covered with artificial surfaces on the soil, has been
considered in the paper. There are influences of
natural and technogenic factors occur only on the
free surface of this territory.

Developed mathematical model (Serikova et al.,
2015; Sierikova, 2019) takes into account the essen-
tial balance components, such as groundwater re-
plenishment by atmospheric waters, additional
groundwater replenishment, evapotranspiration
and water extraction from underground waters.
Boundary conditions characterized the areas with-
out infiltration process, additional replenishment,
evapotranspiration, and the areas with these pro-
cesses have been described in the paper. Taking into
account additional groundwater replenishment,
evapotranspiration, water extraction, the symmetric
model has been considered. The mathematical
model has been described by the boundary value
problem for the differential filtration equation.

The stationary filtration equation has the follow
form:
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where h(x,y) – groundwater level, ã is an anisot-
ropy coefficient, characterized the environmental
properties difference in different directions.

Scheme of calculated area is shown on Fig. 1.
Solution of equation (1) requires the boundary

conditions definition. Since changes of groundwater
levels and their distribution are local and simulation
is carried out for limited urban territory areas (in-
dustrial objects, buildings, etc.), with homogeneous

Fig. 1. Scheme of calculated area.
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hydrogeological conditions, it could be assumed
that the lateral inflow and outflow are equal, so
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where x = 0 is the ground surface,  is for relative
variability of potential transpiration; y50 is a param-
eter characterizing the height of water capillary ab-
sorption; y be depth where the suction pressure of
moisture occurs. Hereinafter =2,2; y50 =3 according
to [15].

The starting level is taken as a reference point,
h=0

00 yh , .. (3)

We accept that on [-l, l] (Fig. 1.) there are no wa-
ter extraction, evapotranspiration and groundwater
replenishment by atmospheric waters through the
artificial surfaces. There is only additional ground-
water replenishment.
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
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. .. (4)

But on the plots [-l-a,-l] and [l,l+a] (Fig.1.) there
are water extraction, additional groundwater re-
plenishment, evapotranspiration and groundwater
replenishment by atmospheric waters.
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where f1 is the additional groundwater replenish-
ment (profitable part of groundwater balance); s1 is
the groundwater replenishment by atmospheric
waters (profitable part of groundwater balance); e1

is for evapotranspiration, depended of groundwater
depth (expenditure part of groundwater balance); k1

is the groundwater extraction (expenditure part of
groundwater balance). A similar condition has been
put on the plot [-l-a÷-l] (Serikova et al., 2015;
Sierikova, 2019).

The solution of boundary value problem (1) - (5)

consists of the sum of two boundary problems solu-
tions h = h1 + h2. The formulation of it is given below.

 ..(6)

.. (7)

The solution of boundary value problem (6) de-
scribes the effect on the groundwater level caused
by the evapotranspiration, depending on the depth,
but without taking into account the influence of at-
mospheric precipitation and additional groundwa-
ter replenishment, while the solution of boundary
value problem ((Jha et al., 2012) takes into account
the additional groundwater replenishment on sepa-
rate plots, but does not take into account the evapo-
transpiration depth changes. Problems (Chebanov
and Zadniprovska, 2011; (Jha et al., 2012) are solved
by decomposition into Fourier series. A numerical
analysis carried out using the Maple package
proved that five members of the series are sufficient
to ensure the accuracy of the solution  = 10-3.

The value of the groundwater level changing in
the unchanged evapotranspiration conditions, visu-
alized by calculations for the limited areas of
Kharkiv city in Fig. 2, where depicted the function
h2(x,y), has been obtained. Also, the value of the
groundwater level changing with a variable evapo-
transpiration has been obtained (Fig. 3).
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Discussion

The prediction of maximum groundwater level alti-
tude (Fig. 2.) for the Kharkiv city, without taking
into account the evapotranspiration effect on the 50
years perspective, indicates that for the 1st  year the
level rise will be 0.03 m, and for the 50th year near
1.5 m (Serikova et al., 2015).

Also, the forecast of groundwater level changing
included evapotranspiration effect (Fig. 3) for the 50
years future has been provided in the paper. Under
artificial covers for the 1st year, there will be 0.05 m
of the level rising, and for the 50th year it will be 2.56
m. On the territory, free of artificial covers, ground-
water level will be stabilized by the evapotranspira-
tion action. Thus, the proliferation of artificial sur-
faces in the city will contribute reducing the evapo-
transpiration effect and groundwater level sus-
tained increase and flood development (Serikova,
2015).

Materials and methods of management

There is the appropriate combination of structural,
preventive and operational measures for flooding
prevention and mitigation in Ukrainian settlements.
Building standards and legislation must regulate
proper land use, economic activity in floodplains,
planning of the protective structures, flooding miti-
gation, early warning systems, risk assessment and
preparedness of the population, how to deal with
flooding. In some cases, even population relocation
from flooded areas may be appropriate.

Development of proactive strategies to protect
against flooding should include the technical capa-
bilities and environment assessment, the social fac-
tors and financial assessment of corresponding tech-
niques, considering the river basin integrated in the
long-term forecast for 50 or 100 years. There is a
need for interdisciplinary cooperation at all state
and local levels to coordinate environmental protec-
tion policy, land use, agriculture, transport and city
development planning, to coordinate risk assess-
ment. Therefore, a complex approach is needed in
scale river basin. Complex approach facilitates bet-
ter understanding of the physics of the processes
and supports better decision making. Effective co-
operation between public authorities, environmen-
tal organizations, enterprises of water regulation
and other concerned parties is possible by creating
local Water Commission. This is more than is neces-
sary for regional coordination and implementation
of a holistic approach.

Paradigm shift

 One must shift from defensive action against
groundwater level increasing hazards to man-
agement of the flood risk.

 Flooding Strategy Implementation should be
coordinated at the local - regional - national - in-
ternational levels within the river basin.

 Priority should be given to integrated measures
of water sources management for the whole
catchment area, not on the management of
flooding as such.

 Forecasting the groundwater level changing and
flooding development could be effective in com-
bination with other preventive measures. The
traditional and the new technologies should co-
exist in an efficient manner and be used for mu-
tual data verification and comparison, for more
effective and accurate forecast.

Fig. 2. Average daily groundwater level changing ac-
cording to model profile, without taking into ac-
count the effect of evapotranspiration

Fig. 3. 3D model. Average daily groundwater level
changing according to evapotranspiration effect
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 Usage of historical information and experience,
retrospective analysis to the maximum potential
of accurate predictions.

 A timely and reliable flood warning and fore-
casting system, depending upon consistent hy-
dro-meteorological basins rather than on sec-
tors, is one of the basic conditions for an im-
provement of the protection against flooding.
This means that it is necessary to agree the tech-
nical procedures for hydrological and meteoro-
logical forecasts, procedure for application, stor-
age and data exchange between neighboring re-
gions and countries.

Based on the analysis of the world and Ukrainian
experience of flood control, the variant of system of
groundwater level management and flood preven-
tion which takes into account the results of the pre-
diction of groundwater level changing using the
developed model highlighted in previous works
(Serikova et al., 2015) has been proposed in the pa-
per.

The system provides typical scheme of manage-
ment authorities functions and tasks of prevention
and elimination of the flooding effects (Fig. 1), an
algorithm of actions during the groundwater level
monitoring on flooded and potentially flooded ter-
ritories (Fig. 2) and the project of complex measures
to prevent flooding, which will facilitate increasing
the environmental safety of urban areas prone to
flooding (Table 1).

Typical scheme of management authority’s func-
tions and tasks of prevention and elimination of the
flooding effects provides the clear picture of the
value and importance of preventive measures man-
agement in the fight against flooding

For the due work of algorithm of actions during
the groundwater level monitoring on flooded and
potentially flooded territories it has been proposed
to consider the built-up area as potentially flooded
in all cases where the projected groundwater level
may exceed the foundation base during the whole
project life of the building.

It has been also proposed to create in the system
of cities building and development its own well net-
work. Wells could be located on sites of new con-
struction. In the context of an annual increase of the
construction sites number, it is more realistic than
restoring the collapsed observation wells networks
in cities. The regime network should allow monitor-
ing the influence of drainage systems, underground
structures, communications (including water-bear-

ing systems) on the groundwater regime.
The proposed measures are advisable to integrate

into the planning and decision-making process of
the development of Strategic Environmental Assess-
ment to assess the risks of flooding and the effec-
tiveness of measures to fight with them.

Project of complex measures to prevent flooding,
which will facilitate increasing the environmental
safety of urban areas prone to flooding by ground-
water (Table 1) has been developed taking into ac-
count the existing conditions for the measures
implementation in major cities, as well as the Euro-
pean experience of flood control (Serikova et al.,
2015).

Developed measures to prevent the flooding of
big cities provide the improvement of environmen-
tal, economic and social character, such as:
 rational use of water resources through justifica-

tion and reduction of water consumption stan-
dards;

 improving the reliability of the water supply and
sewerage system, rainwater drainage systems,
their development;

 controlled water abstraction;
 how to use the pumped groundwater;
 preventing negative effects on the environment

from the flooding process;
 preventing the development of flooding, miti-

gating the effects of flooding on the environ-
ment;

 prediction of groundwater level changes by
mathematical modeling and application of pre-
ventive measures at the planning stage of con-
struction activity;

 control over the construction development;
 creating the transparent database on the state of

flooded urban area etc.

Conclusion

For simulating the groundwater level changes in
Kharkiv it has been developed mathematical model
that takes into account the essential balance compo-
nents, such as groundwater replenishment by atmo-
spheric waters, additional groundwater replenish-
ment, evapotranspiration and water extraction from
underground waters. It has been developed the sys-
tem of groundwater level management and flood
prevention on the mathematical modeling base to
increase the environmental safety of urban territo-
ries subjected flooding process.
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Fig. 1. Typical scheme of management authorities functions and tasks of prevention and elimination of the flooding
effects.
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Fig. 2. Algorithm of actions during the groundwater level monitoring on flooded and potentially flooded territories.
Boundary depth of groundwater level for territories, for example, cities of Ukraine according to State building
codes V.1.1-25:2009 [13] is not less than 2,0 m and not less than 0,5 m from the base of the structures foundations.

Proposed typical scheme of management
authority’s functions and tasks of prevention and
elimination of the flooding effects highlights the
importance, value and complexity of managing pre-
vention measures in the fight against flooding.

Unlike the existing ones, the proposed algorithm
allows to take into account not only flooded territo-
ries but also territories with flooding risk, which sig-

nificantly increases the possibility of ecological
safety level improving of territories and objects
from the natural and technogenic emergencies oc-
currence.

Proposed project of complex measures refers to
the urban flooding prevention techniques and it is a
multi-component system of measures and guide-
lines, involving the possibility and expediency of
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public participation in the flooding problem, effec-
tive cooperation between public authorities, envi-
ronmental organizations, water supply and sewer-
age companies and other stakeholders. The mea-
sures proposed in the project should be integrated
into the strategic environmental assessment process,
planning and effective decision-making process to
prevent and fight with flooding in the big cities of
Ukraine and world.
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